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Scripture says, “A little leaven leavens the whole lump.”
The choice is ours: We can be the leaven of unrighteousness or

The Leaven of the Kingdom

BY ERN BAXTER

returned a few years ago to
a city where I had once pas-

tored to officiate at the fu-
neral of an old friend. I had been
away for a long while, so many
people wanted to greet me. After
the service, as I embraced one
friend, I noticed a young couple
that had not spoken to me mov-
ing away from the scene. I asked
my friend, ‘“How are they?"
“Not too well,”” he said. *After
you left the city they were bitter.
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Their parents served them roasted
Baxter for breakfast, lunch, and
dinner every day until they be-
came so bitter against both you
and the church that they turned
their backs on Christianity."”

Whether their parents had
right reasons for roasting me
three times daily is beside the
point. The point is, they infected
those young people with hatred,
which eventually turned them
against God.

QOur words, our actions, and
our lives are all like leaven, or
yeast, which cannot remain inac-
tive and isolated—it permeates
every part of the substance in
which it is put. Those parents let
the yeast of hatred work in their
children until it destroyed them
spiritually. We can be like those
parents, or we can be the leaven
of righteousness—the choice is
ours.

In the Scriptures, Paul ad-
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