any books have been

written about the life

of Jesus Christ. Most

of them commence
with His birth and conclude with His
death; a few go so far as to include
his ascension into heaven. Such an
abbreviated record of Jesus’ life is
understandable if we think only of
“the days of his flesh’” (Heb. 5:7),
the period of His life on earth. How-
ever, Jesus of Nazareth, a man who
was ""crucified and slain,”” was
“raised up’ by God and “exalted to
the right hand of God’* where “he
ever liveth' (Acts 2:22,23,32,33;
Heb. 7:25).

Could it be that we have given so
much attention to His life on earth
that we have failed to attach the prop-
er importance to His life as it has con-
tinued for nearly 2,000 years in heav-
en? Actually, the events of His earth-
life were the foundation for His con-
tinuing life and ministry “‘at God's
right hand” (Rom. 8:34). What He
did then was in preparation for what
He is doing now, and will do in the
future. Although it's important that
we know what He did, and even what
He will do in the future, it is vital to
our Christian life and understanding
that we know what He is doing now,
since He is “now appearing on our be-
half in the very presence of God"”
(Heb. 9:24, Goodspeed).

The Creeds of Christendom, it
may be said, do not encourage
thought in this direction. They are
content to confess that Jesus Christ
has ascended to Heaven and is on
the right hand of God; of the life
He lives there or the work with
which He is occupied, they have
nothing to say.

Success in the Christian life is insep-
arably linked to ““fixing our gaze upon
Jesus” (Weymouth), “the pioneer and
perfection of faith’ (Moffatt) “who is
set down at the right hand of the
throne of God” (Heb. 12:2), where
we (now) see Jesus “‘crowned with
glory and honor” (Heb. 2:9). We are
instructed to “‘seek those things
which are above, where Christ sitteth
on the right hand of God."" ""Set your

15wete, H.B., The Ascended Christ.
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affection on [‘practice occupying
your mind with’—Williams] things
above, and not on things on the
earth” (Col. 3:1,2). Understanding
who and what we are in relation to
what Christ is now, in His present life,
will determine our whole character as
Christians, "“for we realize that our
life in this world is actually his life
lived in us” (1 Jn. 4:17, JBP).

The prime question, then, is: what
is Jesus now, and what does that mean
to me?

Man

Peter, in his message to lIsrael on
the day of Pentecost, said, “"Jesus of
Nazareth, a man,"" is by the right
hand of God exalted’ (Acts 2:22,33).
This is God's evaluation of man. Man
may see himself as the product of
primeval slime, destined for oblivion,
but God declares man to be the prod-
uct of divine creative genius, destined
for residence with Himself.

The Bible speaks of two men, sig-
nificant to the human race—the first
man, Adam, and, the last Adam, Jesus
(1 Cor. 15:45). Made in God's “image
and likeness’’ (Gen. 2:7), the first man
failed to obey the divine commission
for his life, and became a man of dis-
obedience producing a progeny "'in
his own likeness, according to his im-
age’ (Gen. 5:3), who became known
as "'the children of disobedience”
(Eph. 2:2). The last Adam, Jesus,
born “without sin,” became a new
life-giving source, whose progeny are
distinguished by righteousness and
obedience (Rom. 1:5; 5:19).

The first man was commissioned to
“rule . .. over all the earth’’ (Gen.
1:26, NAS) as God’s delegated au-
thority, and he forfeited his authority
through disobedience. The second
man succeeded where the first failed,
and because He was “obedient . . .
God highly exalted Him, and be-
stowed on Him the name which is
above every name” (Phil. 2:8,9, NAS).

After the fall of the first man and
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Where is Jesus now,
and what does that mean to me?
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his forfeiture of authority, God dele-
gated men to represent Him in the
earth until the time should come for
the second man to arrive on the scene
to assume permanent rulership. “God,
after He spoke long ago to the fathers
in the prophets in many portions and
in many ways, in these last days has
spoken to us in His Son . .." (Heb.
1:1,2, NAS), The prophets not only
declared God’s will and requirements
to their times, but referred to the
coming of the One who would be
God's final voice and Ruler supreme.

No sooner had the first man failed,
than God announced there would
come "‘a seed’’ who would “bruise the
serpent’s head” (Gen. 3:15). The
coming of this “'seed’’ became the cen-
tral theme of the Old Testament writ-
ings. The promise of His coming was
confirmed to Abraham, Isaac, and Ja-
cob. Jacob’s twelve sons became a
nation, whose illustrious deliverer and
leader Moses spoke of the coming of
this “‘seed’’ as a great Prophet like him-
self, who would become the leader of
the people of God.

Pioneer
and Perfection

“In the fulness of time" He came!
He succeeded where the first man
failed, and as a man, pioneered a way
through life which afforded an ex-
ample of how it can be done (1 Pet.
2:21). What's more, Jesus fulfilled
God'’s intended destiny for men by re-
sisting sin, enduring suffering, de-
feating death, and going into the pres-
ence of God to enjoy unbroken fellow-
ship with Him, without any sense of
embarrassment, inferiority, or fear of
interruption. He is “alive forever-
morel!”

There is a man in the immediate
presence of God. One man has made
it! You and |, too, can make it! This is
why we are to “fix our gaze upon"’
Him. As we constantly behold One
who has “pioneered and perfected
faith,”” (Heb. 12:2, Montgomery), we
are enabled to “run steadily the course

mapped out for us’* (Heb. 12:1, Berk-
ley). In this aspect of Christ’s present
ministry, it is not so much what He is
doing as what He has done that minis-
ters courage and endurance to us. He
was the first man to pioneer a way
from earth to heaven and provide “the
course mapped out for us.”" He is the
only one who has traversed the course.
Study “‘the map” and keep your eyes
on the “pioneer."”

Messiah-King

God ordained that His leaders in
the earth, such as priests, kings, and
prophets, should be anointed with oil.
Oil was typical of the Holy Spirit, and
such anointing declared God's unique
presence and enabling with the one
anointed. The Hebrew word for
anointed was maschiach, which is the
word from which “Messiah’’ derives.
Although there were many anointed
servants of God in history, only One
was to become the perfect embodi-
ment of all those divinely appointed
offices and ministries, who would be
""The Messiah” or, as He is referred to
in the New Testament, “The Christ."”

k
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Many great leaders in the Old
Testament prefigured Christ. Abraham
became “the father of the faithful,”
through whose genealogical line “the
seed’’ should come. Moses was ap-
pointed leader of the Israel nation,
called ""the church in the wilderness,"”
and is a type of Christ who is the Head
of His Church, for Israel was typical of
Christ’s Church.

There was one man, however, who
was destined to become significant to
Israel’s life and future hopes. He was
King David, through whom “the seed"’

5



was to become the ultimate “’King of
Israel” (Jn. 1:49). Of David, God had
said:

| have made a covenant with My
chosen; | have sworn to David My
servant, | will establish your seed
forever, and build up your throne
to all generations’’ (Ps. 89:3—4,
NAS).

He underlines this promise, saying:

My covenant | will not violate,
nor will | alter the utterance of My
lips. Once | have sworn by My holi-
ness; | will not lie to David (Ps. 89:
34,35, NAS).

The Psalmist in his “‘verses to the
King,"" speaking of David and prophet-
ically of David’s greater Son, wrote:
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Thy throne, O God, is forever
and ever; a sceptre of uprightness is
the sceptre of thy kingdom. Thou
hast loved righteousness, and hated
wickedness: Therefore God, thy
God, has anointed thee with the oil
of gladness above thy fellows
(Ps. 45:1,6,7, NAS).

The writer in Hebrews applies this to
the enthroned Jesus (Heb. 1:8,9,
NAS).

When Peter on the day of Pente-
cost spoke of Jesus' resurrection, ex-
altation and enthronement, he de-
clared it to be the fulfillment of God's
covenantal promise to David. He said
that David ““was a prophet’’ and knew
that God had sworn to him with an
oath to seat one of his descendants
“upon his throne,"” and that David had
“looked ahead and spoke of the resur-
rection of the Christ”’ (Acts 2:30,31,
NAS). The ancinted King promised to
David was the resurrected, exalted and
enthroned Jesus—Messiah.

Isaiah also had prophesied of Jeho-
vah's anointed Redeemer-Servant who
was to come (ls. 52:13; 63:12), and
had written the very words which the
Servant would use to announce the
commencement of His ministry (Lk.
4:17—-19).

Jesus is the Messiah, God's anoint-
ed Servant-Redeemer-King. He
reigns as David's seed, God's Son, and
our Sovereign. The universe is not gov-
erned by an unidentifiable, impersonal
force, but by a man named Jesus who,
from a “throne of grace,” rules the
universe in equity and justice.

The King of Love my Shepherd is,
Whose goodness faileth never.

| nothing lack if | am Hii
And He is mine forever.

He is King of Kings now! Many
Christians are unaware or uninstructed
that Jesus is now reigning. As a result,
they live in relative indifference to the
present sovereign rights of King Jesus
over the world, including His “rebel
subjects.”’ Such indifference reduces
their redemptive and remedial activity
as the delegated authorities God has

2Erom the hymn “The King of Love" by
Henry W. Baker and John B. Dykes.

ordained them to be as His Kingdom
community in the outworking of His
divine government on and over the
earth.
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Lord
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Jesus is also Lord. In the Pentecost-
al message, Peter, addressing the great
multitude of devout Jews, declared,
“Therefore let all the house of Israel
know for certain that God has made
Him both Lord and Christ [Messiah] —
this Jesus whom you crucified”” (Acts
2:36, NAS),

During Jesus’ earthly ministry, the
Jewish religious leaders had refused to
recognize Him as either Lord or Mes-
siah. They acknowledged that when
Messiah came, He would be ““the Son
of David."" But Jesus pressed them fur-
ther, asking,

Then how does David in the
Spirit call him “Lord,” saying,
“The Lord said to my Lord, ‘Sit at
My right hand, until | put Thine en-
emies beneath Thy feet.” " If David
then calls Him “Lord,” how is He
his son? (Mt. 22:43—45, NAS).

It is significant that ‘no one was
able to answer Him a word, nor did
anyone dare from that day on, to ask
Him another question’ (Mt. 22:46,
NAS). He not only claimed to be Mes-
siah (Mk. 14:61,62), but He also
claimed to be Lord. He was “man of
very man, and God of very God.” The
name used for Jehovah, Jesus claimed
as applicable to Himself. The High
Priest heard this claim as blasphemy
and tore his clothes in furious anger at
such presumption. But his furious de-
nial and denunciation did not alter the
facts, and God confirmed Jesus’ claims
by raising Him from the dead and en-
throning Him in the place of supreme
power.

As David’s Son and God's Son, the
Lord Jesus Christ, from His place of
enthronement, continues His life and
ministry on behalf of both God and
man.
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In being "'joined to the Lord,” we
are joined to God. This is not just a
matter of names and titles, but a mat-
ter that has continual vital meaning to
those who are “joined.” “The man
who is in union with the Lord is spirit-
ually one with Him" (1 Cor. 6:17, Wil-
liams).

The practical implications of this
fact for the Christian are incalculable.
Especially when we read what Paul
writes to the Colossians about our
Lord and ourselves as His people:

It is in Him [Jesus Christ our
Lord] that all the fullness of Deity
continues to live embodied, and
through union with Him you too
are filled with it (Col. 2:9,10,
Williams).

Qur relationship with the enthroned
Jesus makes available to us the incom-
putable resources of the triune God.

Head

Closely connected with our Lord's
Kingship is His present ministry as
“"Head." As King, He is more strictly
the fulfillment of God's promise to the
old covenant people and especially to
King David, whereas His ministry as
Head has to do with His relationship
to “the new man,” which is “the body
of Christ’’ (Eph. 4:15). He is also
“head over all things” (Eph. 1:22); the
“head of every man’ (1 Cor. 11:3);
and “head of all principality and pow-
er” (Col. 2:10).

When we speak of Christ as Head,
we may think of Him as a supreme au-
thority, or in a more specific sense, as
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relating in a living way, united to His
people as the life-sustaining and direct-
ing “head, from whom the whole
body, by the joints which bind it,
draws full supplies for all its needs,
and is knit together” (Col. 2:19, Cony-
beare). We might say He is Head /egal-
ly and vitally. Let's touch briefly on
the various aspects of Christ’s Head-
ship.

“The head of every man is Christ”
(1 Cor. 11:3). This statement is pre-
ceded by a solemn apostolic empha-
sis—"'| would have you know.” It also
describes a part of an authority
structure ordained of God. Disruption
of this order at any point would
prove destructive of God’s intent.
“But | want you to know that Christ
is the head of every individual man,
just as man is the ‘head’ of the woman
and God is the head of Christ™ (1 Cor.
11:3, JBP). “Every man"’ in this verse
refers to “every male of the human
f:aurnilv.”:3

Paul does not refer to Christians
only but to all men. The fact that
non-Christians do not know these
things and do not even want to
know them does not do away with
the truth of this statement.?

Christ "is the authority over all au-
thorities, and the supreme power over
all powers™ (Col. 2:10, JBP). “All
things . . . that are in heaven, and that
are in earth, visible and invisible,
whether they be thrones, or domin-
ions, or principalities or powers . . .

31 Corinthians International

Critical Commentary

4g rosheide, F.W., Commentary
on First Corinthians

were created by Him, and for Him”’
(Col. 1:16).

The coming of rebellion into the
universe divided both visible and in-
visible powers into supporters of
either good or evil. The supremacy of
God over these powers never dimin-
ished, but in "“the fullness of time'’
they had to be punished and de-
throned in order that man, His or-
dained, delegated ruler, should assume
his destined authority. Jesus of
Nazareth, God's Son, accomplished
the defeat of these rebellious powers,
“having disarmed the powers and au-
thorities, He made a public spectacle of
them, triumphant over them by the
cross” (Col. 2:15, New International
Version).

Now, as the God-Man, Jesus Christ
has supreme authority over all powers.
The evil forces cannot keep us from
Him, and the good powers are not
needed to mediate our approach to
Him. We have direct access to Him,
unhindered by evil powers and un-
mediated by good powers.

This authority as Head is not alone
for the purpose of honoring our Lord,
but also for making His authority man-
ifest through His Body, the Church.

God has placed everything under
the power of Christ and has set Him
up as head of everything for the
Church. For the Church is His
body, and in that body lives fully
the one who fills the whole wide
universe (Eph. 1:22,23, JBP).

This last reference combines the
two aspects of Christ’s Headship. Al-
though He is Head over all powers by
legal right, He also fills the Church
with His power vitally in a living re-
lationship, illustrated by the relation-
ship of a human head to a human
body. “He is not only the dominating,
directing power which the Body obeys
and follows, but the source of its vital-
ity and of its vital energies.”5

There are three major emphases in
connection with Christ's vital union
with the Church as seen in the meta-
phor of the human body. First, there
must be no question about His right to
primacy and supremacy as "‘the Head

5Swete, H.B., The Ascended Christ.



of the Body.'" This is imperative be-
cause “‘He is its origin, the first to re-
turn from the dead” (Col. 1:18, NEB).
Or as another has rendered it, “He is
the Head of His Body, the Church. He
is the Beginning, the Firstborn from
among the dead in order that He Him-
self may in all things occupy the fore-
most place” (Col. 1:18, Weymouth).

To know, to do the Head’s com-

mands,

For this the Body lives and grows;

All speed of feet, all skill of hands,

Is for Him spent and from Him

flows.

In the second place, He must be de-
pended upon as the sole supply of the
Body's life, nurture and increase. Two
of Paul’s great epistles have to do with
“the Body’' and “the Head.” In Ephe-
sians the emphasis is on “the Body,”
and much wholesome information and
instruction is given. In Colossians the
main theme is “the Head,”” and here,
our Lord’s nature, authority, and min-
istry are powerfully documented.

In addition to the positive con-
structive teaching, there is in each
epistle a warning relating to the major
theme. Where “‘the Body" is the theme
in Ephesians, the warning is to “‘make
it your aim to be at one in the Spirit,
and you will inevitably be at peace
6As cited from Colossian Studies

by Handley C.G. Moule.

with one another. You all belong to
one body" (Eph. 4:3, JBP). In Colos-
sians where “‘the Head"' is the subject,
the danger warned against is failing “to
maintain union with the head' (Col.
2:19, Twentieth Century New Testa-
ment).

On the positive side, and in line
with the distinctive emphasis of each
epistle, the Ephesians are exhorted to
receive into the united Body the rich
supply of ““the Head" (Eph. 4:15,16),
while the Colossians are warned that
if they ““fail to maintain union with
the Head”” (Col. 2:19, TCNT) the
Body will be devoid of life and nur-
ture, no matter how united the Body
may appear to be. Taking either error
to the extreme, it is obvious that
either a head without a body or a
body without a head spells certain
death. The more likely situation, with
which most of us are acquainted, is
that any interruption betwen *‘head”
and “body’" produces sickly subnor-
malities in the life of God's people.

Finally, our heavenly ““Head’ is

Himself dependent. The teaching of

1 Corinthians 12 is designed to show
the need for each member of a human
body to function healthily and normal-
ly. Therefore, "“The Head cannot say
to the feet, | have no need of you"

(vs. 21). “Paul does not hesitate to
represent the Head as on His part de-
pending upon the members for the full
realization of His office and work.”7

He has no hands but our hands
To do His work today;

He has no feet but our feet
To lead men in His way;

He has no voice but our voice
To tell men how he died;

He has no help but our help
To lead them to His side.
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Priest
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Jesus is not only Messiah, Lord,
King and Head, but He is Priest. “The
Christ-King is also the Christ-Priest.”®
The first mention of the office of
priest in the Bible is linked to the of-
fice of king. ““Melchizedek king of Sa-
lem . .. was the priest of the most
high God’* (Gen. 14:18). The great
Messianic psalm, Psalm 110, often
quoted and referred to in the New
Testament, combines these two of-
fices.

Jehovah saith unto my Lord,
“Sit thou at my right hand,
Until | make Thine enemies Thy
footstool.”

Jehovah hath sworn, and will
not repent:
“Thou art a priest forever
After the order of Melchizedek'
(Ps. 110:1,4, ASV).

Melchizedek is described in He-
brews as, “This Melchizedek, king of
Salem, priest of the Most High God,
who met Abraham as he was returning
from the slaughter of the kings and
blessed him, to whom also Abraham
apportioned a tenth part of all spoils.”

?Swete. H.B., The Ascended Christ.

8gited from The Letter to the Corinthians
by William Barclay.

E’S\.v\rete, H.B., The Ascended Christ.
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He “was first of all, by the translation
of his name, king of righteousness, and
then also king of Salem, which is king
of peace. Without father, without
mother, without genealogy, having
neither beginning of days nor end of
life, but made like the Son of God, he
abides a priest perpetually’’ (Heb. 7:
1-3, NAS).

This order of priesthood is com-
pared and contrasted with the priest-
hood of Aaron, established under the
law of Moses. ““Every high priest is ap-
pointed to offer both gifts and sacri-
fices’" (Heb. 8:3, NAS). Aaron had
to do this “continually, for it is impos-
sible for the blood of bulls and of
goats to take away sins” (Heb. 10:1,4,
NAS). But when Christ, the High
Priest of a better covenant appeared,

He entered the holy place once
for all, having obtained eternal re-
demption, not through the blood of
goats and calves, but through His
own blood (Heb. 9:12, NAS).

He, having offered one sacrifice
for sins for all time, sat down at the
right hand of God (Heb. 10:12,
NAS).

It is interesting to note that in the
next verse Christ’s Kingship is referred
to. The time of His remaining seated is
"until His enemies be made a footstool
for His feet” (Heb. 10:13, NAS). He is
the Priest-King!

There are many other contrasts and
comparisons between the old and new
covenant orders of priesthood, but we
would like to point out just one more
at this time. Under the Mosaic order
there had to be many priests “because
they were prevented by death from
continuing’’ (Heb. 7:23, NAS).
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Human high priests have always
been changing, for death made a
permanent appointment impos-
sible. But Christ, because He lives
forever, possesses a priesthood that
needs no successor (Heb. 7:23,24,
JBP).

The glorious consequence of the
single and singular sacrifice and the
perpetual priesthood is that ““He can
save fully and completely those who
approach God through Him, for He is
always living to intercede on their be-
half"" (Heb. 7:25, JBP).

Mediator

The mention of “intercede’ leads
us to look at three other closely relat-
ed activities conducted by our Lord in
the presence of God: those of media-
tor, intercessor, and advocate. The
order in which we have listed these
three offices seems to be in accord
with the sequence of truth which they
reveal.

The word “mediator’ means “‘a go-
between.” The Greek word for “medi-
ator” is used only once in the Greek
translation of the Old Testament. The
single reference, however, is quite in-
structive: Job, frustrated with the
problem of communication between
God and himself, cries out:

For he is not a man, as | am,
that | should answer him, and we
should come together in judgment.

Neither is there any daysman
betwixt us, that might lay his hand
upon us both.

Job contended that since God was
not a man and Job was not divine,
someone was needed who would qual-
ify to represent each to the other. Cen-
turies later, Job's need for that repre-
sentative was met in Jesus Christ, who
is “God of very God, and man of very
man."”" He is "“an umpire who can lay
one hand on God and one on man,
and mediate between them.” 10

At the inauguration of the covenant
between God and Israel, Moses had

10)id.

mediated (Ex. 20:19; Gal. 3:19). Our
Lord Jesus is the Mediator of a new
and better covenant (Heb. 8:6; 9:15;
12:24). His mediation is available to
all men, for He “desires all men to be
saved and to come to the knowledge
of the truth. For there is one God, and
one mediator also between God and
men, the man Christ Jesus, who gave
Himself as a ransom for all, the testi-
mony borne at the proper time"* (1
Tim. 2:4—6, NAS).

The Christian can rejoice because
the deathless mediator impartially rep-
resents both God and man in the
working out of the new covenant. He
faithfully presses the claims of God on
His people, and at the same time com-
passionately encourages the obedience
of the redeemed people to their God.
But since the work of Jesus as media-
tor, or go-between, also extends to "“all
men,”’ sinners have One standing ready
to present their “repentance from sin
and faith toward God'' to God Him-
self at any time. There is a go-between.
Job's prayer has been answered.
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Intercessor
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The mediator is also the believer’s
intercessor. As intercessor, Jesus’ min-
istry is confined to us (Rom. 8:34)
who are described as “‘them that come
unto God by Him'" (Heb. 7:25). This
is a work in which the Holy Spirit is
also engaged, but with the same re-
striction, as He intercedes “‘forus. . .
the saints’”’ (Rom. 8:26,27). However,
the world is not without representa-
tion in intercession before God. Such
intercession is to be the unremitting
activity of the Christian community,
in hope of bringing the unsaved to the
“one Mediator”" (1 Tim. 2:1—6). Our
Lord makes this distinction between
His not praying for the world and His
praying for His disciples, when He
prays to the Father, saying, “I pray for
them: | pray not for the world, but
for them which Thou hast given me"
(dn. 17:9). It is the Christian’s com-
mission to pray for the world.

Probably the most descriptive pas-
sage on intercession is Hebrews 7:25.




Here intercession has to do with saving
“to the uttermost’” and is a part of our
Lord's high priestly ministry. Salvation
is a comprehensive word which refers
to the past (1 Cor. 1:18), the present
(Phil. 2:12), and the future (Rom.
13:11). It is a conversion crisis, a con-
tinuing course, and a coming comple-
tion. Of these three, however, it is the
present continuing course that is the
object of our Lord’s intercession.
Intercession may be defined as
“presenting a petition to someone in
authority and especially to the
ki ng."" Unhindered by death and
permanently established as our great
High Priest because of the "‘once for
all”’ sacrifice and unchanging value of
His blood, our Lord is in a position to
speak to the Father concerning us. As
our infirmities and needs are present-
ed, strength and enablement are re-
leased to us, to allow us to know the
present salvation of God, and to “‘go
on unto maturity” (Heb. 6:1). As
Mediator Jesus brings us to God, and
as Intercessor He speaks to God for
us. An excellent example of Christ’s
intercession is His prayer recorded in
John 17.

Advocate

1 1Barcla\r, Wm., New Testament Words.
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It would be ideal if we came to God
through our Mediator, and then ma-
tured in life through our Intercessor.
However, the Bible records an "if"”
that interrupts this ideal. This is where
our Lord’s ministry as Advocate is in-
troduced.

My little children, these things
write | unto you, that ye sin not.
And /f any man sin, we have an ad-
vocate with the Father, Jesus Christ
the righteous (1 Jn, 2:2).

Let it be clear, that the whole pur-
pose of John's first epistle is to strong-
ly teach that God's children do not
practice or ‘‘continue in sin.” He does
not say that they are incapable of an
act of sin, but even that is “‘a paradox
in point of principle” since God's child
is one who “habitually practices right-
eousness’’ (1 Jn. 2:29, Berkley). How-
ever, if one should sin, we have an ad-
vocate to deal with this exceptional
occurrence.

The Greek word from which we get
"“advocate’’ is not easy to translate by
the use of one English word. However,
we have neither the time nor space
here to do other than make reference
to that fact. The translation “advo-
cate’ in our text is good, and suitable
to the context in which it occurs.
Among other things, the word “‘was
familiar in the usage of ancient
courts,” and with this in mind, the
Berkley Bible says, “‘we have a counsel
for defense in the Father's presence.”

The success of our Advocate's case
is grounded in His own person. He ap-
pears for the sinning believer as “‘the
Righteous.” The next verse tells us
that He is the One who ““is the propiti-
ation for our sins.”” He pleads our case
as the One who legally met the de-
mands of a Holy God against sin.
Christ died, rose, and appears before
God “‘that we sin not.”” But "if we
sin,”” that same precious blood avails
to restore us to our normal Christian
character as those who '‘practice right-
eousness."”’

To attempt to take improper advan-
tage of Christ’s advocacy is to invite a
demonstration of another aspect of
the Father's character, which can

prove quite painful. The beautiful and
heartening truth of our Advocate rep-
resenting us before the Father is poet-
ically described in one of Charles Wes-
ley's great hymns, "Arise My Soul."”

Five bleeding wounds He bears,
Received on Calvary;

They pour effectual prayers,

They strongly plead for me;
“Forgive him, oh forgive,”" they cry,
“Nor let that ransomed sinner die!”’

The Father hears Him pray,
His dear anointed One;

He cannot turn away

The presence of His Son:

His Spirit answers to the blood,
And tells me | am born of God.

D e

Forerunner

D i e
One final ministry in connection
with our Lord’s high priestly office is
described by a word which is rich with
meaning and occurs only once in the

Bible. As our High Priest, having en-
tered into God's presence, He is called
“the forerunner’’ (Heb. 6:20). When
this word is understood it inspires
hope and joy. “The word signifies one
who comes in advance to a place
where the rest are to follow, or one
who is sent on before as a scout to
take observations.’'12

Under the old economy, the high
priest went into the Holy of Holies
“alone once every year” (Heb. 9:7).
He could not remain, but had to come
out since the blood of animals could
secure no right to remain. Nor could
he take anyone with him. He had to
go in alone.

But our Hiéh Priest, by his own
blood entered in”* (Heb. 9:12), and
“after he had offered one sacrifice for
sins forever, sat down on the right
hand of God"” (Heb. 10:12). Jesus is
there to establish our right to be with
Him in the presence of God now in the
Spirit and “'be forever' with Him after
the resurrection. See Him, then, as the
farerunner "'for us," and rejoice that
He is our guarantee of permanent ac-
cess to the Father.'W

uEvans, William, International Standard
Bible Encyclopedia, Vol. |1, p. 1131,
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